
G I S  C O O K B O O K  F O R  L G U S  
 

2.08 GIS for Coordination and Cooperation between LGUs and the National Government Agencies (NGAs) 49 

2.08 GIS for Coordination and Cooperation between LGUs 
and the National Government Agencies (NGAs) 

 

 

 

 

Devolution under the Local Government Code is defined as the transfer of power and 
authority from the National Government to the LGUs to enable them to perform 
specific functions and responsibilities. The overarching objective here is to enable the 
LGUs to increase government efficiency, meet the demands of the community, and   
to serve as instrument of growth. This strategy allows tor the sharing and realignment 
of powers and resources of the central government with the LGUs.  

However, despite devolution, many NGAs have still retained functions that are 
essential in the development of cities and municipalities. Alongside this, even the 
associated information, knowledge or data in relation to the said functions, are still 
lodged with these agencies.  

Furthermore, the NGAs prepare their respective agency plans and programs that 
cover a given period of time. These plans, are accessed and used by the LGUs in the 
preparation of their own plans and programs. However, LGUs gain access by directly 
coordinating with the agency concerned.  

The acquisition of information can be facilitated by NGAs by assisting LGUs in getting 
essential data for their CLUPs. For example, there is an ongoing harmonization 
project among Phivolcs, MGB, and PAGASA under the direction of the NDCC that is 
aimed at harmonizing their data sets in digitial format which they will make available to 
the LGUs in the immediate future. 

A GIS can provide better presentation maps for CLUP purposes for LGUs.  It would 
also be advantageous for both LGUs and HLURB in reviewing the plans and for 
decision making purposes. If digital zoning maps of LGUs are shared with HLURB 
this would facilitate the monitoring of the residential subdivision and condominium 
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projects that are requesting for licenses.  It will also reduce the redundancy of data 
conversion for HLURB.  

GIS is useful in enhancing public service delivery. For instance, proponents who wish 
to secure permits can easily check if their projects conform with the zoning ordinance, 
if there is a GIS map. In this case, it will also enable the LGU to decide quickly. 

Not all cities/municipalities can afford a GIS and more so, they might not have the 
technical expertise to operate the GIS. A recommended approach to solve this would 
be as follows:    

 A province that has the GIS and technical expertise can provide assistance to 
its respective municipalities by means of a shared GIS. They can give hands-
on training on the use of GIS in cooperation with HLURB. 

 A province without GIS could establish one, with financial counterpart from 
component cities and municipalities.  This way, the provinces/ LGUs can share 
technical expertise as well as information between and among them. 


